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A study was made of the antecedents and the results to date (1968) or the 
merger of Agricultural Extension, General Extension, and educational broadcasting at 
the University of Wisconsin. This was finally achieved in 1963 by President Fred Harvey 
Harrington, the struggle between efforts to to maintain a traditional liberal arts 
orientation and efforts to expand and emphasize practical, applied arts and sciences 
was traced, beginning with the short courses and the Farmers* Institutes of the late 
180€'$. Major changes and points of conflict included the rise of Agricultural 
Extension, aided by the increasingly popular College of Agriculture, from 1914 until 
after World War II; the shift of General Extension to fee-charging off-campus and 
correspondence courses within a relatively formal academic program; a change of 
Agricultural Extension emphasis from agricultural education to Four-H and other 
urban extension services; and increasecf General Extension involvement during the 
1950*s and 1960*s in broad, problem-oriented, foundation-supported regional 
development programs. It was concluded that, with the merger, university resources 
had been effectively concentrated for public service outreach, (ly) 



o 



* an*! *»»■»•< 



mr-i 



mmmm 



U,S, PEPARTHEHT OF HEAUH, EDUCATION t WELFARE 
OFFICE OF EDUCATION 



THIS DOCUMENT NAS BEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM THE 
PERSON OR OROANIZATION 0RI6INATIN0 IT, POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
PAiinnv np omirv 



MERGER IN EXTENSION 

A HISTORY AND ANALYSIS OF MERGER AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

BY 

ROBERT A. CARLSON 



A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the 
requirements for the degree of 



MASTER OF ARTS 
(History) 
at the 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 



1968 



i 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

This study is dedicated to University of Wisconsin President 
Pred Harvey Harrington who pressed for a merged Extension; to Donald 
R. McNeil whose job is to make it work, and to Henry Ahlgren without 
whose cooperation the merger could never have been successful. 

I want to acknowledge the invaluable assistance of Mrs. Jan 
Noyola who typed transcripts of many of the tape-recorded interviews 
with those who worked to merge University Extension. X want to thank 
those who agreed to record reminiscences of their work with the 
separate Extension units and their reactions and activities regarding 
the merger of University Extension. Special appreciation is due, 
also, to Jesse E. Boell, University of Wisconsin Archivist. Others 
who aided in this study were Mrs. Carol Daugherty, Nancy Belz, 

Jean Dorman, Richard Powers, and Terry Reagan* 

Most of all, I want to thank University Extension for providing 
support for me to study the Extension merger and to write its history 
as X understood it. And I want to express my appreciation to 
Professor E. David Cronon, chairman of the Department of History, 
for his encouragement of this project. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 



Chapter 1 * 
Chapter 2 . 
Chapter 3 ♦ 
Chapter 4 . 
Chapter 5 * 
Chapter 6 . 
Chapter 7 * 



t . Merger and the Search for Federal Funds . 

« # Toward a More Practical Curriculum . * * 

• * The Extent Units Develop Individually 

* . The Backgr. * 1 for Merger . . 

# , Toward a More Efficient Public Service • 
, * The Public Service Role Challenged . # • 
, # Conclusion **•♦•♦♦* ♦''* * * * 



Bibliographical Essay * 



